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CHANGE OF COMMAND 


Ten O'Clock 
On Wednesday, the Twenty-ninth of June 
Nineteen Hundred Eighty Three 
CAPTAIN THOMAS J. SUMMEROUR, MSC, USN 


will be relieved by 


CAPTAIN MALCOLM K. LAW, MSC, USN 


—_— 





REAR ADMIRAL EUSTINE PAUL RUCCI, MC, USN 


Rear Admiral Eustine Paul Rucci commenced his naval career in 1954 after 

receiving his M.D. from the Marquette University School of Medicine. 
_ Uponcompletion of his internship at the Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Ilinois, he 
reported to the School of Aviation Medicine, Pensacola, Florida, where he was 
designated a Naval Flight Surgeon in December 1955 and was assigned to Fleet Air 
Support Squadron 201. 

In 1957 he entered residency training in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Naval 
Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois. Upon completion of this training he was assigned to 
the Naval Hospital, Camp Pendleton, California. Subsequent to this assignment, the 
Admiral has had duty as NAS, Kenitra, Morocco; Personnel Division, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery; USS HANCOCK (CVA-19); Naval Hospital, Bethesda, 
Maryland; Naval Hospital, Camp Pendleton; and as Commanding Officer, Naval 
Regional Medical Center, Long Beach, California. 

He was promoted to his present rank in 1977 and has served on the staffs of the 
Commander Training Command. Atlantic, and Commander-in-Chief, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet prior to his assignment as Assistant Chief, Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery for Planning and Resources. Admiral Rucci reported as Commanding 
Officer, Naval Regional Medical Center, San Diego/ Eleventh Naval District 
Medical Officer on 23 August 1980 and on | October 1982, became the Commander, 
Naval Medical Command, Southwest Region. | 

In addition to the Legion of Merit, RADM Rucci is authorized to wear the 
Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Navy Occupation 
Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Humanitarian Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit Citation, 
and Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 

He is a member of the Association of Military Surgeons of the United States, the 
Society of U.S. Navy Flight Surgeons, a Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, an Honorary member of the Fleet Reserve Association. 

The Admiral is married to the former Elena Sawyer of Mexico City and 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. They have four sons: Peter, Robert, Thomas and John. 





CAPTAIN THOMAS J. SUMMEROUR 


Captain Thomas J. Summerour, was born on August 5, 1928, in Taylor County, 
Georgia. Following graduation from Butler High School, Butler, Georgia, he 
attended the Southern College of Pharmacy, Atlanta, Georgia, graduating with a 
B.S. in Pharmacy in 1949. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy as a Seaman Recruit on 
August 16, 1950. 

Following recruit training at the Naval Training Center, San Diego, California, 
and Basic Hospital Corps School at the Hospital Corps School, San Diego, he was 
subsequently assigned to the Naval Hospital, Mare Island, California, and the 
Navy Dispensary, Navy Department, Washington, D.C., where he was 
commissioned an Ensign in the Medical Service Corps in January 1952. 

From February 1952 to December 1953, Captain Summerour served aboard the 
USS HAVEN (AH-12) operating off the coast of South Korea. In January 1954, he 
reported to the Naval Hospital, Jacksonville, Florida, where he served as Chief of 
Pharmacy Service until February 1956. In February 1956, he reported tothe Naval 
Hospital Corps School, Portsmouth, Virginia, where he served as the Training 
Officer for the Advanced Hospital Corps School until February 1958. From March 
1958 to June 1969, Captain Summerour was Chief of Pharmacy Service at the 
Naval Hospitals in Quantico, Virginia, and Portsmouth, Virginia. He reported to 
San Diego in July 1969, where he served as the Chief, Pharmacy Service at the 
Naval Hospital/Naval Regional Medical Center, a position he held until assuming 
command of the Naval School of Health Sciences in August 1980. 

He is entitled to wear the Navy Commendation Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, United Nations Medal, Korean Service Medal, and Korean Presidential 
Unit Citation. Captain Summerour is the 1977 recipient of the Andrew Craigie 
Award, an honor bestowed annually by the Association of Military Surgeons on a 
Federal Pharmacist in recognition of outstanding performance and meritorious 
contributions to the Federal Medical Services. 

Captain Summerour is married to his high school sweetheart, the former Nan 
Bone of Butler, Georgia. They have three children: John of Portland, Oregon, 
Lieutenant T. J. Summerour, Jr., SC, USN (USS BATON ROUGE (SSN-689)); 
and Patricia, wife of Lieutenant Jeffrey Frost, USN (VF-2), NAS Miramar, San 
Diego. Captain and Mrs. Summerour will continue to make their home in Poway, 
California following retirement. 





CAPTAIN M. K. LAW, USN 


Captain Law enlisted in the Navy in August 1951. Immediately following recruit 
training, he attended Class A Dental Technician School located at the Naval 
Training Center, Great Lakes, Illinois and subsequently served in a variety of billets. 
He later completed a Course of Instruction in Medical Administration Technic at 
the Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

In August 1958, while stationed at the Naval Dental School, Bethesda, Maryland, 
he was commissioned Ensign, MSC, through the In-service Procurement Program. 
Following Officer Indoctrination School at Newport Rhode Island, he served as 
Administrative Officer, Naval Dental Clinic, Philadelphia. During 1963 and 1964 
the then Lieutenant Law was enrolled as a student officer at the Naval School of 
Hospital Administration and shortly thereafter completed the requirements for an 
undergraduate degree in Business Administration at the George Washington 
University. 

Lieutenant Law reported to the Naval Dental Clinic, Washington, D.C. where he 
served as Administrative Officer from 1964 through 1968. While serving in this 
assignment he was promoted to Lieutenant Commander and received orders 
assigning him to the staffs of the Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet and 
Commander Service Force, Pacific Fleet. While serving in this capacity, he was also 
assigned to CINCPACFLT and COMSERVPAC inspection teams visiting Naval 
Medical Department installations in Alaska, Taiwan, Philippines, Vietnam and 
Guam. While in Hawaii he attended Graduate School of the University of Hawaii. 
Following his overseas assignment he received orders in 1972 as Director of 
Administrative Services, Naval Dental Clinic, Camp Pendleton, California where he 
was selected to the rank of Commander. His next assignment in 1975 ordered him to 
the Naval Regional Dental Center, Great Lakes, as Director of Administrative 
Services. He was transferred to the National Naval Dental Center, Bethesda, 
Maryland in 1978 as Director of Administrative Services. 

In 1980, following his promotion, Captain Law was transferred to the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery where he served as Director of Headquarters Administration 
until nominated as Commanding Officer, Naval School of Health Sciences. 

Captain Law is married to the former Joyce Vogel of St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Captain and Mrs. Law have two sons, Brian and Scott. 
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Music by Naval Training Center Band \ 
xk * | 
Official Party Arrives in Ceremonial Area 
xk * 
Honors to 
REAR ADMIRAL E. P. RUCCI 
MEDICAL CORPS, U.S. NAVY 
COMMANDER 
NAVAL MEDICAL COMMAND SOUTHWEST REGION 
k * 
Parade the Colors 
xk * 
National Anthem 


xk * 


Invocation 
COMMANDER B. BUNCE | 
CHAPLAIN CORPS, U.S. NAVY | 


TRAM 


Guest Speaker 
REAR ADMIRAL E. P. RUCCI 
MEDICAL CORPS, U.S. NAVY 


xk 
\ Remarks and Reading of Orders 
] CAPTAIN T. J. SUMMEROUR 


MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS, U.S. NAVY 
xk * 
Reading of Orders and Remarks 
CAPTAIN M. K. LAW 
MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS, U.S. NAVY 


xk * 


Benediction 
COMMANDER B. BUNCE 
CHAPLAIN CORPS, U.S. NAVY 
xk * 
Navy Hymn 
xk * 
Retire the Colors 
| xk * 
| Strike up the Band 


Refreshments in Learning Resources Center 
following Ceremony 


Tor in 
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errr 
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NAVAL SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES, SAN DIEGO 


The Hospital Corps School, San Diego, was established on the grounds of the Naval 
Hospital, San Diego, on 1 September 1928. It occupied one building and had astaffof — 
5 male officers, 2 nurses and 15 enlisted men. It was designed toaccommodate 180-200 
students and the course was of twelve week duration. 

On 30 June 1932, the school was inactivated due to economic restrictions but was 
reactivated on | April 1935, and has been in continuous operation since that time. 

At the outbreak of WW II on 7 December 1941, the school hada student enrollment 
of 327. The staff consisted of 6 male officers, 4 nurses, and 17 enlisted men. The vast 
expansion of the Navy during the war necessitated an increase of medically trained 
personnel; thus, in January 1942, the school was moved to buildings 211 and 219 of the 
hospital annex in Balboa Park and during the year 1943, studentenrollment increased 
to an average of 1,300. 

Further expansion became necessary and, in 1944, the school again moved to a 
different area in Balboa Park which consisted of 33 acres. Five former exposition 
buildings were utilized. One tent section erected to house 1,000 men; five additional 
buildings were built, and 32 temporary buildings were moved in, equipped and utilized 
for classrooms. The year 1944 showed an average of 1,854 students enrolled. The 
school reached its peak enrollment in 1945 with an average strength of approximately 

400 students and a staff of 18 male officers, 30 Nurse Corps officers, 200 enlisted 
personnel, 27 civilians. 

With the end of the war, student enrollment dropped to approximately 600 during 
1946 with an in-line reduction of staff personnel. The schoolalso vacated Balboa Park 
and returned to the Naval Hospital compound. Enrollment further decreased to 
approximately 330 student personnel through June 1948. 

From 1949 to the present, student enrollment has fluctuated from approximately 
600 to 1,300, in line with the needs of the service. The conflicts in Korea and Viet Nam 
brought about increases in student personnel. The school has also operated under 
training schedules which have varied from 8 weeks to 20 weeks. 

As the need for advanced training increased, 3 technical schools were established: 
The Pharmacy School commenced 1n September 1957, the Advanced Hospital Corps 
Technic School (“B” School) commenced September 1958, and the Medical 
Administrative Technic School School (MAT School) in September 1960. In 
February 1971, the Advanced School and the Medical Administrative School were 
combined to form the Medical Services Technic School (MST School). 

On | July 1971, the following technical schools were placed under the command of 
the Hospital Corps School: Cardiopulmonary; Clinical Laboratory; 
Electroencephalography; Eye-Ear-Nose and Throat; Electrocardiography; 
Operating Room Technic; Urology; and X-ray. 





Throughout most of the history of the Hospital Corps School, it has been under the 
joint command of the Commanding Officer, Naval Hospital with the Commanding 
Officer being an officer in the Medical Corps. During this time the senior officer of the 
school itself was the Executive Officer, a member of the Medical Service Corps. On 4 
October 1972, Captain R. E. Hunter, MSC, USN relieved RADM H. G. Stoecklein, 
MC, USN as the first non-physician Commanding Officer. 

In July 1974, the title of NHCS was changed to Naval School of Health Sciences 
(NSHS). The School became a fourth echelon command under the Naval Health 
Sciences and Education Training Command (HSETC), NNMC, Bethesda, 
Maryland. 

Since 1974, several curriculum additions and deletions have taken place. In 1976, 
Advanced Hospital Corps School was established as substitute for the Medical 
Service Technician School. This year also witnessed the establishment of both the 
Physical and Occupational Therapy Technician School, Phase II, and the Nuclear 
Medicine Technician School, Phase II. 

The Naval School of Dental Assisting and Technology became an echelon five 
organization under the command of the Naval School of Health Sciencesin 1977. The 
following year saw the establishment of the Dermatology Technician School and th 
disestablishment of the Cytotechnology School. 

The Physician’s Assistant Training Program commenced in 1979. This program led 
to the commissioning of approximtely 45 Physician’s Assistant Warrant Officers 
before the program was consolidated with the PA program being taught in 
Portsmouth, Virginia due to economic and scheduling factors. 

Advanced Ocular Technician School was added to the growing list of technical 
specialties being taught in 1980 and the Neuropsychiatry Technician School, Phase IT 
was welcomed aboard in October 1981. 

Recognition of curricula and faculty expertise by centers of higher education has 
been one of the school’s proudest achievements. Virtually all of the courses being 
taught are accredited for college level credit. Several national medical technology 
associations serve to emphasize the professional interface between this command and 
its civilian counterparts. 

In April of 1983, the Naval School of Health Sciences relocated from the structures 
which it occupied since 1943 to make way for the construction of the new Naval 
Hospital. Its buildings were demolished and the school moved into its current site on 
16 April. The current NSHS facilities are temporary in nature pending the 
construction of a new training site. 

The Naval School of Health Sciences, San Diego is proud of the heritage which its 
history provides and anticipates future challenges with enthusiasm and vigor. : 

C 





NSHS (1983) 
DEDICATION PLAQUE INSCRIPTION 


These transitional buildings dedicated to 
Navy Hospital Corpsmen past and present. 
May the military and educational pursuits of 
those who labor here measure up to the 
accomplishments, sacrifices, and standards 
of excellence of those who have passed this 
way before. 
29 June 1983 


T. J. SUMMEROUR 
CAPT, MSC, USN 
Commanding Officer 





THE CEREMONY 


The Change of Command Ceremony is a time 
honored tradition which formally restates to the 
officers and men of the command, the continuity 
of command. It is a ritual conducted before the 
assembled company of the command. The 
Change of Command is unique in the world 
today; it is the transfer of total responsibility, 
authority and accountability from one 


individual to another individual. 


